A. Jayarama and S. W. Ng Comment Some chalcone derivatives exhibit high second-harmonic generation conversion efficiency (Gu et al., 2008; Ravindra et al., 2008a,b). The title compound was synthesized for the purpose of examining this property; unfortunately, the compound crystallizes in a centrosymmetric space group.
The pyridyl and aryl rings in the title compound, C 16 H 16 N 2 O, which are located at the ends of the propenone unit, are inclined at an angle of 17.1 (1) with respect to each other.
Related literature
For 3-(4-chlorophenyl)-1-(3-pyridyl)prop-2-en-1-one, which crystallizes in a non-centrosymmetric space group, see: Uchida et al. (1998) . For the general synthesis by the Claisen-Schmidt condensation, see: Vogel (1999) . For literature on related compounds exhibiting second-harmonic generation activity, see: Gu et al. (2008) ; Ravindra et al. (2008a,b Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2009 ). Fig. 1 . Anisotropic displacement ellipsoid plot (Barbour, 2001) 
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